Chapter - III

^MAHA PRALAYA9
(Final Dissolution)

I What is Pralaya?

Tralaya' or dissolution does not mean merely d
stroying. It means destroying material bodies and co
lecting the fruits of actions performed by means <
those bodies.

Dissolution is of two kinds-

^Dina Pralaya' and 'Maha Pralaya'. Dissolutic
at the end of, each of Brahma' s day is 'Dina Pralaya
Dissolution when Brahma's one hundred years are COB
pleted is 'Maha Pralaya'. In addition there are inte:

mediary 'Pralayas' at the end of each yuga and at tl
end of each 'Manu Kalpa'.

Visible effects of dissolution take place at tl
end of each Kaliyuga and also at the end of eac
Manu Kalpa and at the end of Brahma's day. Aft<
each Manu Kalpa, the entire earth is covered by wi
ter and, at the end of Brahma's day, all the woric
except Satyaloka will be immersed. At the time <
Maha Pralaya or Final Destruction, Satyaloka too wi
be dissolved; not only that, even the golden she
(Brahmanda) and the nine outer envelopes of matt<
will also be dissolved to get back into the original stal
of matter (Mula Prakrti).

Creation, maintenance and dissolution (Srst
Sthiti, Laya) have followed one another from begil
ningless time and they continue to follow endlessi'